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From the Chairman 
 
It is hard to believe that in a week’s time we shall once again be returning 

to the Holmes Memorial Hall for an actual meeting of real people in a 
physical location! Zoom has been a great asset and I dare say that without 
it Bu3a would not be in the healthy condition that it is in to-day. Some 
organisations that have not used Zoom for meetings have suffered a 
considerable drop off in interest and membership but I am glad to say we 
are not in that position. 

 

Zoom is not to everyone’s taste, even those who are computer savvy, but it 
has served its purpose well for Bu3a and we have kept going, albeit in a 
more limited form and with more limited participation, since March last 
year. Hopefully the start of this new U3A year will also mark the start of a 
return to normality and that in due course we will be able meet in greater 
numbers in closer proximity and the dreaded face masks can be cast into 

the bin. 
 
I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible at our first meeting 
on 7th September. 
 
John W D Pinkerton 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
_____________________ New Session – 2021/22 Session 
  

The new session will commence on Tuesday 7 September at 11am 
(registration from 10.30am) at the Holmes Memorial Hall. Membership fees 
can be paid on that date. Details of fees are shown below. Please have your 
membership number to hand and if you are a member of any other u3a we 

need the membership number for that as well.  
 
The speaker on 7 September is Bu3a member Frank Stewart and his talk is 
called: RJ - Master of Story Tellers. 
 
Seating is limited due to Covid restrictions.  
 

For that reason, booking is essential and will be on a first come first served 
basis. 
 
Bookings can be made by telephoning: XXXX on 3rd September between 
9am and 4pm.  
 

This telephone number cannot be used for any other purpose.  
 
There will be no admission without a pre booking. Please do not book 
unless you can attend to avoid depriving another member of a place. 
Proof of Covid vaccination will be required at registration and all Covid 
restrictions will be in place as detailed in the August Newsletter. 
 

We look forward to seeing you. 
 

Marion and Irene 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Activity Programme 
 

____ Speaker and Events Programme 2021/22 session 
 
We hope you are well and looking forward to the new session of Ballymoney 
u3a.  
 

At this time we are revising and updating our speaker and events 
programme for the incoming session.  
 

A copy of our current programme is shown below. 
 

 

 07-Sep-21 Frank Stewart  RJ - Master of Storytellers 
 
05-Oct-21 AGM 
 

02-Nov-21 Activities Display 
 
14-Dec-21 Christmas Lunch Lodge Hotel 
 
04-Jan-21 Musical Miscellany Local music 
 

05-Feb-21 Des Wright  World Ploughing Champion 
 

05-Mar-21 RSPB   Eleanor Brennan 
 
05-Apr-21 Bee Keeping  Trevor Dawson 
 
03-May-21 The Donegal Spitfire Jonny McNee 

 
07-Jun-21 Annual Outing  Rathlin Island 
 
 
Monthly meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of each month. Commencing 
11am admission from 10.30am. There is a cover charge of £1 per meeting. 
 

The venue for these events unless otherwise stated is:   
 

 Holmes Memorial Hall,  
 Charlotte St,  
 Ballymoney,  
 BT53 6AZ 
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____ Activities Programme 2021/22 session 
 
We hope you are well and looking forward to the new session of Ballymoney 
u3a. At this time, we are revising and updating the activities programme for 
the incoming session. There is an opportunity to suggest new activities to 
add to the existing list.  

 
A copy of our current programme is shown below. 
 
If you have any suggestions please forward for consideration. All 

suggestions are welcome and will be evaluated. 
 
The criteria for setting up a new activity are: 

 
 Sufficient interest in the subject. 

 Leader/facilitator availability. 

 Availability of suitable accommodation. 

 All safety requirements met in line with Covid restrictions. 

Suggestions should be submitted to: kathy_UK@yahoo.com 
 

 
 

 
  

 
See Page 14 for full details including contact details for each of the 
activities above. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
  

mailto:kathy_UK@yahoo.com
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_____________________ Enrolment Day 
 

 Enrolment Day on Tuesday 10 August at Holmes Memorial Hall  

 
Enrolment was an open-air event again this year and we were fortunate 
that the weather was kind. Tables were set up outside the Holmes Memorial 
Hall and we welcomed those renewing their membership and some first-
time members coming to see what was on offer. Membership Secretary 
Elizabeth Stevenson and Treasurer Irene Ross were on hand to greet new 

and returning members. They were assisted by Marie Hegarty, Eileen 

Richmond and Marion McDowell. Donal Gillan and Davy Smyth organised 
the set-up arrangements and Chairman John Pinkerton gave a warm 
welcome to all visitors. 
 
Very conscious of the stress that the various lockdowns have imposed on 
the membership, we were delighted to see and chat to members, to assure 

them that we are still there for them, and doing everything possible to keep 
the group together. 
 
A total of 82 members have now renewed membership for the new session. 
Overall a very successful morning. 
 
If you did not manage to get to Enrolment Day don’t worry you can pay 

your membership up to end of September 21. 
 

For your convenience the information on fees is included. 
 
Membership Fees 
 

 Fees for the 21/22 session are: 
 
a)  (i)£15 full membership (individual);  (ii) £11.50 associate member (a 

member of another u3a*) *Proof of membership is required; ii) £25 

joint membership (a couple) 

b) Payment will cover the period September 21 to June 22. 

c) The preferred method of payment is BACS 

d) Bank details sort code 95 06 79 account number 00076147 Please 

include your name and membership number when paying by BACs 

e) Cash will be accepted - please try to have the correct amount. 

f) Payment by cheque will be £1 extra on all rates. 

g) Cheques made payable to Ballymoneyu3a.  

h) Cheques should be posted to the Membership Secretary: 

 

Mrs E Stevenson 

50 Ballybrakes Road 

Ballymoney  

BT53 7PL 

Tel: 028 2766 2017 

We look forward to seeing you in the new session. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Activity Reports 
 

____ Family History Group 

 
On Thursday, 10 August, a small band of our members braved the 
possibility of inclement weather and gathered in a semi-hidden car park in 
front of a nondescript, elongated, industrial like building purporting to be 
Garvagh Museum, situated off the main road and next to the now closed 
Garvagh High School. A short distance away was a walled garden laid out in 

grass and to one side could be seen farm machinery from another era. It 

was not at first a visit that boded well for our band of keen amateur 
historians. However, appearances are often deceiving.  
 
We stepped from sunny daylight into a Tardis. Laid out on three levels was 
a cornucopia of our past from the 19th century and perhaps even earlier to 
almost modern times – artefacts of daily living, items from the first and 

second world wars, areas set out as bedrooms and working rooms of 
centuries past. There was a profusion of different items: farm machinery, 
early radios, a pupils wooden double school desk with cut outs for the ink 
bottles, bedpans, cut throat razors and their later replacement the safety 
razor, second world war gas masks, late 19th century rifles, milk and butter 
churns, beautiful glass windows, beautifully painted drums and banners, 
cameras, a two wheeled pony trap, early medical equipment, wonderful 

photographs of farm workers at work and the surrounding areas of 
Garvagh, beautifully hand written letters (from a bygone age when people 

spent time composing and writing clearly), and on and on. A second and 
perhaps third trip would be required to take it all in.  
 
Admission is free and the volunteer staff are helpful and knowledgeable. 

You can leave a gratuity to cover their costs for maintenance of the building 
if you wish. All the artefacts, photographs, banners, letters, etc. were 
provided without cost to the museum and detailed descriptions of many 
items are on display. Many of us, who are old enough, will remember many 
of these items for they were in daily use when we were children: the school 
desk, our fathers using cut throat razors and then moving onto safety 
razors, bed pans, ... 

 
Garvagh Museum is a time capsule of our past and where we all have come 
from. It evoked many memories of our youth. This “nondescript” building is 

a “jewel in the crown” of Garvagh, a treasure trove of our past and well 
worth repeated visits. It was almost then an anti-climax for our members to 
travel to the Bushtown Hotel for afternoon tea, coffee and scones with 
butter, jam and whipped cream - and two strawberries that we were all too 

well brought up to take as we could not subdivide them equally amongst 
us. But, lo and behold, we learnt, as we enjoyed our scones and tea and 
coffee, from our members who recounting stories of their youth: the man 
who had “long arms” (and never starved at the kitchen table), our cyclist in 
the late 1950’s stopped by the Garda Síochána in Dublin for dangerous 
cycling because he cycled with his hands in his pockets in the dark, and the 

early days of do it yourself black and white photography … It was a very 
enjoyable end to the day where the weather was in our favour, the 
museum fascinating and the effect of the museum and good company 
enabled and encouraged us to recount stories from our pasts. 
 

Our thanks to Kathleen, Gladys and Irene for arranging this very enjoyable 
day, and to Garvagh Museum and its volunteers for giving us an exclusive 

viewing of their museum. 
 
Michael Diver 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ 
 

 
 

 

Book Group 
 
The book discussed by the group on 20th of July was ‘Where the Crawdads 
Sing’ by Delia Owens. 
 

A story within a story set in a North Carolina Marsh. It centres around 
Kya, also known as the Marsh Girl, who had been abandoned by everyone 
who knew her and  covers her life from age seven. She has a passionate 
love for the area in which she lives and of everything living in it. Kya is 
taught to read by Tate, a friend of her brother,  who mentors her and 

encourages her to document, along with her artistic skills, everything she 
sees and loves. 

 
Parallel to this is the murder of the nearby town’s favourite quarterback, 
Chase Andrews, who for a time ‘courted’ Kya. This is a story of immense 
and heart-breaking loneliness but also one of endurance and hope. 
Brilliantly written, in places breath-taking, memorable characters, especially 
Jumpin’ and Mabel, with descriptions of the marsh and wildlife which are 
almost tangible, all culminating in a heart-breaking and perfect ending. 

Discussion. 
 
This book was well received by all the members of the book group. 
 
Karen loved it. Felt the movement between the two timelines was excellent 
as were the descriptions of nature. Altogether engrossing. How did she 

manage? Thought the surprise ending was strange. 
 
Elaine also loved it. Spoke about the fantastic imagery especially when she 
was exploring her sexuality and the comparisons were made with the 
bullfrogs and fireflies. It was amazing and very well written. 
 
Mary was into the book from  the beginning when she was watching her 

mother walk away. She enjoyed the constant comparisons between nature 
and human behaviour. Kya became like the animals. She loved it from 
beginning to end. Kia observed and got completely wrapped up in nature. 
Felt that domestic violence was well portrayed. 
 
Francis enjoyed it and this was the second time of reading and agreed with 
everything that had been said so far. She loved that Kya fed the gulls. 

 

Irene read the timeline of the publishing of this book. A book  that was not 
expected to do anything, 28000 copies published initially and going back to 
the printers so often until  4.5 million copies were sold in 41 countries. 
Irene felt the book was beautiful and poetic. 
 

Favourite characters apart from Kya herself was Jumpin’ and Mabel and the 
shop lady whose name none of us could remember (Sarah). 
 
I would love to be able to report everything that was said about this book 
but would probably be as long as the book itself! I don’t think there are 
sufficient words for me to describe how this book impacted us. A book that 
we would all recommend to our friends. 

 
The book chosen for 20 September discussion is ‘Hamnet’ by Maggie 

O’Farrell. 
 
Irene Ross 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Contact Us 
 

 Via e-mail: 
 
 Financial: treasurerbbu3a@gmail.com 
 Membership: membershipbu3a@gmail.com 
 Activities: activitiesbu3a@gmail.com 

 
See more of us and you on your Website: 
 

 www.ballymoneyu3a.com 
 
And on Facebook: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378 
 
To contribute to our Newsletter: 
 
 Contributions, which are welcomed, should be forwarded by email 
 to: 
  

 newsu3a@gmail.com   
 
 And should be clearly marked in the subject line: Newsletter.  
 

 All material will be subject to editorial scrutiny and approval. Any 
 submission must relate to the  totality of activities, aims, 

 objectives and values of BU3A and U3A. 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
_____________________ 

 
Ballymoney u3a Website 
 

 We have built a Ballymoney u3a website that contains lots of information 
about Ballymoney u3a. Our activities, how to contact us, our policies, useful 
forms and documents and so on can be found at: www.ballymoneyu3a.com  

 
Our website front page looks like the image below. 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/September%202021/treasurerbbu3a@gmail.com
mailto:membershipbu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/September%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378
mailto:newsu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/August%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
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_____________________ u3a Business 
 
Currently, in the UK there are some 600 individual U3A’s, and 166,000 
members, and Bu3a is a member of this movement.  

 
We provide below some information about u3a who also offer activities and 
events that you may wish to join or to encourage our membership to 
participate in. 

 
____ u3a Newsletter 

 
Click on the link below to see the u3a Newsletter. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/u3a/your-u3a-national-newsletter-august-
2021?e=3180045804 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________ Useful Information 

 
 On the following pages we provide information that we hope may be of use 

to you. Please be aware that we do not validate the information but pass it 
on in good faith. 

 
  

https://mailchi.mp/u3a/your-u3a-national-newsletter-august-2021?e=3180045804
https://mailchi.mp/u3a/your-u3a-national-newsletter-august-2021?e=3180045804
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Independent Monitoring Board Members (Voluntary) 

 
The Department of Justice is seeking to appoint new members  

to   
The Independent Monitoring Board (IMB) for Northern Ireland  

to monitor the treatment of prisoners  
and the conditions of their imprisonment. 

  
The IMB is made up of unpaid volunteers who carry out their duties  
by making  regular visits to either Maghaberry Prison, Magilligan  
Prison or Hydebank Wood College and Women’s Prison.  
 
You can find out more,  including period of appointment and how  
to apply, at this link: 
 
https://www.justice-ni.gov.uk/publications/recruitment-imb-members 
 
Completed applications must be returned to the Department by  
12 noon (UK time) on Thursday 9 September 2021 

  

https://causewaycoastandglens.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0abd93ed36b4e2c41cd6bc3cc&id=35573b809e&e=67af2d66a0
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Engagement Advisory Board | Service User and Carer Engagement Event 

Having come through the last year, we now find ourselves in a place where we 
need to reform our services.  We want to engage with service users, carers and 
communities in a way which works for them, at the earliest stages. We would 
like to set up a new Engagement Advisory Board, reflecting the communities we 
serve, to help us do this. 
  
Are you a service user or carer living within the Northern Trust area? Do you 
have an interest in shaping health and social care? Do you have ideas to share 
about involving communities?  If so, we would love you be part of this 
conversation.  
  
We are inviting you to this Zoom event on 2 September at 2.30pm to explore the 
idea of a new Engagement Advisory Board and hear from you about how it 
could work. 
  
If you are interested in attending 
Register your interest by contacting Lynda Elliott, PPI Coordinator on 028 2766 
1453 or email: lynda.elliott@northerntrust.hscni.net and we will send you the 
zoom link to attend. 
  
  
Please share this invitation with your contacts. 
  
  

  
 
  
  
  
  

mailto:lynda.elliott@northerntrust.hscni.net
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Ballymoney u3a Activity Details 
 

Please note that some activities will not recommence in September 
due to Covid restrictions and will be kept under review. Members will 

be updated of re-opening dates. 

 
 
KEY to Venue Locations 
 
HMH  
 Holmes Memorial Hall, 

 75 A Charlotte St.,  

 Ballymoney BT53 6AZ 
 
BC HUB  
 Ballymoney Community Hub,  
 Robinson Hospital site,  
 23 Newal Road,  

 Ballymoney BT53 6HB 
 
BCRC Building Communities Resource Centre, 
 22/23 Acorn Business Centre, 
 2 Riada Ave,  

 Ballymoney BT537LH 
 

GROUND Espresso Bar  
 4 High St.,  
 Ballymoney BT53 6AG 
 
THE RANGE ARCHERY CENTRE  
 13-17 Inshinagh Lane  
 Bendooragh,  

 Ballymoney BT53 7JB 
 
VARIOUS As advised by Group Leader. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Ballymoney u3a Newsletter September 2021 

 

 
Page 14 of 14 

 
 
 
 

Ballymoney u3a Activity Details 
 

 


