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From our Chairman 

 
It is hard to believe just how much has happened since this year’s 

inaugural meeting on 6th September. During the time that we were 

meeting in Ballymoney, in Balmoral Castle the Queen was accepting 

the resignation of the outgoing Prime Minister, Boris Johnston. A 

few hours later she was asking Liz Truss to form a government. 

Although she looked frail she was still able to greet Ms Truss with 

that smile to which we have become so accustomed for so long. It 

was with profound shock therefore that we learnt a mere two days 

later that the Queen had died. Anyone who reaches the age of 96 is 

living on borrowed time and so it should not have been such a 

shock to be told that Her Majesty had died. Yet it was and I think 

that the common feeling amongst so many people, both throughout 

these Islands and indeed around the world, whether they be 

supporters of the Monarchy or not, is the sudden departure of 

someone of such high stature who has been with us for so long. The 

people (myself included) who can remember King George’s funeral 

and a year later watching the Queen’s Coronation on a fuzzy black 

and white 14” television, are now definitely in the minority. No 

human being is flawless yet it would be hard to find any head of 

state who conducted themselves in such an exemplary manner as 

the Queen and for so long. She will be greatly missed and for King 

Charles III it will be a hard act to follow. I wish him well. 

  

It was great to be able to welcome such a large gathering at our 

first meeting last Tuesday and I hope you all enjoyed Charlie 

Gillen’s talk. I think you will agree that we have been very fortunate 

in securing the use of the “Connect” premises. Sadly we will be 

unable to “hit the ground running” as regards our published 

programme as we have decided to suspend the activities of BU3A 

during the period of mourning for the Queen. However, I feel that 

we will be all the more enthusiastic when we do get going again. 

  

I would just like to mention that I was at the funeral to-day 

(Sunday) of one of BU3A’s earliest members, Noel Shaw, who had 

been poorly for some time. Even so Noel, a keen musician, still 

managed to make it along to our June meeting and thoroughly 

enjoyed the music of Scad the Beggars. Our thoughts are with his 

wife Maureen, also a member of BU3A, and with his family. 

  

It is also with the deepest regret that we announce the passing of 

Jim McCusker, husband of our fellow member Anne, who died 

suddenly on 27th September. Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Ann and her family at this sad time. 

 

John W D Pinkerton 

Chairman 
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Quick Updates 
 

Membership – for information 

 

We look forward to welcoming new and renewing members joining 

Ballymoney u3a for the new season 22/23.  

 

We would also be very happy for you to let your friends and 

neighbours know about the activities and events we provide and 

encourage them to join.  

 

New members are always welcome to join during the season. For 

your information - membership forms are available on our website: 

 

www.ballymoneyu3a.com 

 

or from the  

 

Membership Secretary:  

 

Elizabeth Stevenson 

e-mail: membershipbu3a@gmail.com 

phone no:  07745897188 

 

Membership fees 

 

Individual £15    

Associate member(another U3a) £11.50   

Joint Membership £25 

 

Payment by cheque will be an extra £1 

 

BACS bank details:   

  

Sort Code 95 06 79.    

Account no 00076147  

Payable to Ballymoney u3a.  

 

Please include your name and membership number if renewing. 

 

Elizabeth Stevenson 

Membership Secretary 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

http://www.ballymoneyu3a.com/
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____________________ Ballymoney u3a Members Meeting – 6 September 2022 
 
Members of Ballymoney u3a gathered for the first meeting of the 

new session in Connect, 2-6 Model School Road, Ballymoney.  

 

The Chair, John Pinkerton welcoming a capacity crowd, said that it 

was encouraging to see so many members attending including both 

returning and new members. He said that members could look 

forward to a busy year session with a range of events and activities 

which were detailed in the programme.  

 

He then welcomed the guest speaker Charlie Gillen, well-known 

local Ulster Scots poet and storyteller. 

 

Taking centre stage Charlie did not disappoint his audience with a 

range of poems and anecdotes which by turn went from side-

splitting to those with of a more sombre nature. There was the story 

of “his faither’s kep” - a multipurpose piece of head gear which 

could serve as a mark of respect when doffed for a funeral 

procession or equally to swat flies from a lazing sow. Then onto a 

more serious story about a visit to a care home to see an old friend, 

(a fellow Ulster Scots enthusiast in his 99th year), who was now 

hard-of-hearing, and Charlie’s attempts to read poems to him and 

be heard! The response from the old gentleman was “you brought 

light to a life where there are many shadows”. 

 

Charlie’s presentation certainly brought light and laughter as well as 

touching poignantly on the loss brought by young men taken too 

soon in battle. There followed a tribute to young men conscripted 

and the wives and families left to fend for themselves stark 

reminder of the horrors which befell the generations who went 

before. The audience laughed at “the 7 Drunken Fairmers” 

carousing happily in a pub in Ballintoy until the arrival of their irate 

spouses put an end to the jollification as they were rounded up and 

carted back unceremoniously to their farming duties by whatever 

means was at hand from a link box to a trailer with a resident sow 

for company and for the one brave chap who put up resistance an 

emergency trip to A & E. The salutary tale of “Wee Sammy’s wig” 

had the audience in stitches while serving as a warning to any 

follicly challenged men or ladies having a bad hair day on the perils 

of succumbing to the dubious attraction of a hairpiece. 

 

In a touching tribute to Ballymoney u3a member the late Alan 

Robinson, Charlie said that he had been given a piece by David 

Halliday, written by Alan as his Ulster Scots interpretation of William 

Wordsworth’s famous poem Daffodils. David read the Wordsworth 

version and Charlie followed with Alan’s Ulster Scots rendering to 

the delight of all present. A poem on going shopping with his wife 

had all the men present nodding in sympathy while holding tightly 

to their wallets.  

 

Charlie finished with a thought provoking piece on meeting the 

Keeper of Dreams on a moonlit night as he trudged wearily with his 

pack over his shoulder unable to rest until one last dream could be 

fulfilled, that of a world at peace. 
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Pat Crossley delivered a vote of thanks to Charlie saying that his 

words had been a wonderful way to begin a new session.  

 

The next meeting of Ballymoney u3a will be on Tuesday 4 October 

in Connect at 11 am when the speakers will be from Hearing Dogs, 

and with them will be the star of the show “Tara” a working hearing 

dog. 

 

Marion McDowell 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________ Activity Reports 

 

____ 
 

 
 

 
 

Gardening 

 

The Bu3a gardening group left Ballymoney with heavy rain last 

Thursday. When we arrived at Clayburn near Slemish the sun was 

shining. A very interesting garden designed and built by two people 

Judith and Hugh, originally from Vancouver, Canada.  

 

We walked in the avenue and were given a talk on the many plants, 

shrubs and trees. As we neared the house with layers of colourful 

herbaceous plants and stone walls, and a spectacular array of 

Persicaria, Geranium, Cocosmia/lucifer, Echinacea, Hydrangea, 

Japanese Anemone and some Heather.  

 

We all enjoyed the afternoon ending with a cup of tea. 

 

Kathleen, Geoff, Davy and Frances 

 

 

 

 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Crafts 

 

With funding from NACN we were pleased to be able to offer a 4 

week craft course. The first session was held on Thursday 22 

September at Connect. The course facilitator Norma Beggs (Art with 

Norma) instructed the novices with skill, patience and good humour. 

All 10 places on the course are filled and as you can see the 

participants had a great time getting to know the skills of 

decoupage. 

 

The verdict - “great fun”, “can’t wait for next week”.  

 

We are hopeful that funding can be procured to allow for further 

sessions so watch this space for information. We are indebted to 

Hannah Graham, NACN Suicide Prevention Awareness Officer for her 

help and support. 

  

Marion McDowell  
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Craft session update 

Week 2 of the craft sessions was as good if not better than the first. 

Led by Norma the group moved on to decorate gift boxes very 

successfully as you can see from the pictures. 

There are another 2 weeks to run of the current session and 

members are already asking “when can we do this again?” 

We are hopeful that we will be able to provide a similar project so 
watch for more information. 

Marion McDowell 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Contact Us 
 

 Via e-mail / mobile: 
 

 Financial: Elaine at: treasurerbmoneybu3a@gmail.com 

 

 Membership: Elizabeth at: membershipbu3a@gmail.com  
   or at: 07745897188 
 

 Activities: Kathleen at:  activitiesbbu3a@gmail.com  
   or at: 07933147828 

 
 

See more of us and you on your Website: 
 
 www.ballymoneyu3a.com 
 
And on Facebook: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378 
 
To contribute to our Newsletter: 
 
 Contributions, which are welcomed, should be forwarded by email 
 to: 
  

 newsu3a@gmail.com   
 
 And should be clearly marked in the subject line: Newsletter.  
 

 All material will be subject to editorial scrutiny and approval. Any 
 submission must relate to the totality of activities, aims, 
 objectives and values of Bu3a and u3a. 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________ 

 
Ballymoney u3a Website 
 

 We have built a Ballymoney u3a website that contains lots of information 

about Ballymoney u3a. Our activities, how to contact us, our policies, useful 
forms and documents and so on can be found at: www.ballymoneyu3a.com  
 
Our website front page looks like the image below. 
 

 
 

 

 
  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

mailto:membershipbu3a@gmail.com
mailto:activitiesbbu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/September%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378
mailto:newsu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/August%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
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_____________________ Useful Information 

 
  

  
 
 

 

BALLYMONEY U3A SPEAKER AND EVENTS 2022-23 

 

6 SEPTEMBER 2022  SPEAKER:CHARLIE GILLAN  TOPIC: ULSTER SCOTS 

STORIES/POEMS 

  

 

4 OCTOBER 2022 

 SPEAKERS:    LYN & VICENT AND TARA AND HEARING DOG TARA  

 

1 NOVEMBER 2022 

 SPEAKER/EVENT: INFORMATION DAY TOPIC: Invited speakers will have 

their exhibits on show, together with information leaflets/brochures. This is 

a great opportunity to speak with exhibitors and get the information you 

need! 

 

Bu3a will have a HELP and ACTIVITIES DESK where you can raise any Bu3a-

related queries. 

  

 

6 DECEMBER 2022 EVENT: CHRISTMAS LUNCH (Lodge Hotel, Coleraine) 

  

 

3 JANUARY 2023  EVENT: MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT by “SCAD THE 

BEGGARS” and POEMS and STORIES  by “BALLYMONEY WRITERS”. 

  

 

7 FEBRUARY 2023 SPEAKER: KEITH BEATTIE TOPIC: Local History 

  

 

7 MARCH 2023    SPEAKER: ELEANOR BRENNAN TOPIC:  RSPB 

  

 

4 APRIL 2023      SPEAKER: EDDIE LYNCH - Commissioner for Older People 

  

 

2 MAY 2023         SPEAKER/EVENT:    AGM (Speaker TBC) 

  

 

6 JUNE 2023       EVENT: TRIP TO RATHLIN (details to follow) 
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Key to locations 
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