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Our First Meeting Since March 2020 
 
It was with an air of nervous anticipation 

that members of Ballymoney u3a met for 

the first time since March 2020. They 

gathered on 7 September in the Holmes 

Memorial Hall, Charlotte Street, 

Ballymoney. All Covid safety measures 

were in place. Once assembled members 

were welcomed by the Chairman John 

Pinkerton who said that it was good to 

meet in a “live” setting after months of 

isolation. He continued that it was hoped we would be able to 

continue meeting and that more members would attend as 

confidence grew. For further Meeting information see below. 
 

_____________________ John Michael 
 

 It was with deep regret that on Monday 27 September, we learned 

of the death of our esteemed Bu3a member John Michael. John was 

a highly regarded member, and a stalwart on committee, where he 

served as Treasurer for 3 years.  With his dry sense of humour and 

practical approach, John brought a wise and levelling influence to 

offer solutions to heated discussions. 

 

We want to extend our condolences to John’s wife Carmen, his 

daughter, two sons, grandchildren, and the wider family circle.  A 

sympathy card has been sent to Carmen and family to let them 

know that they are in our thoughts at this sad time.  

 

It was a privilege to have known him. 

 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Late Breaking News 
 

 Dander Bowels 

 

This is a reminder about the Dander Bowls programme. The start 

date has been postponed until Monday 4 October. The session will 

be from 9.30 to 11.30am and the programme runs for 6 weeks. 

 

It is described as a dander, a chat and a game of bowls. The venue 

is Ballybrakes Community Indoor bowls club. There is no charge. 

 

Please let me know as soon as possible if you would like to take part 

at marion-14@mail.com - Marion McDowell. 

 

 

Vacancies 

 

As you will see below we are having our annual AGM on the 5th 

October. We currently have a number of vacancies on our 

committee. We are looking to fill the roles of: 

 

 Minutes Secretary 

 Assistant Treasurer  

 

And, volunteers are always needed for support roles and their help 

is much valued.  

 

Previous experience is not necessary to fulfil the role of a committee 

member or a helper – just enthusiasm! help and training are 

provided and you are part of a team who work together and have a 

lot of fun in the process. If you can spare a few hours please get in 

touch and help to ensure the continued success of the group. 

 

If you are interested in the above roles please contact us at 

newsu3a@gmail.com or come to one of our meetings or to the AGM. 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Monthly Meeting - Our Speaker: Frank Stewart and “RJ” 
 

 

 

A very relaxed and 

knowledeable Frank 

Stewart before his 

talk on “RJ”. 
 

 
 
 
 
Frances Back 

proposing a vote of 

thanks. 

 

 

Frank had entitled his talk RJ Prince of Storytellers. Indeed this was 

true as he recounted the many exploits and adventures of Rev 

McIlmoyle over his long lifetime. Born in the Limavady area in 1875, 

son of farming stock he attended Magee College. In 1904 he was 

ordained minister of Carnaff Reformed Presbyterian Church outside 

Dervock where he remained until 1964. Despite receiving 11 calls to 

other congregations over the years, RJ stayed in Dervock perhaps 

the fact that as well as a manse there were 14 acres of land 

attached to the church influenced the decision and allowed RJ to 

indulge his love for sheep which came only second to his devotion to 

his congregation. Renowned for his prize-winning Border Leicester 

flock he travelled to shows far and wide winning over 2000 rosettes 

and trophies. 

 

RJ was a founder of the Ulster Farmers Union and was always a 

supporter of farmers and farming. His opinion was of such value 

that he was an advisor to the Stormont government and indeed 

travelled to Westminster to share his expertise. A forerunner of the 

present day SPADS perhaps? 

 

But above all it was his gift for storytelling that has kept memories 

of RJ alive. His fame as a raconteur spread. He travelled the length 

and breadth of Ireland to social events and church gatherings to 

share his wit and wisdom. His stories often had a strong moral tone.  

  

There are too many to recount here, but worth mentioning the tale 

of the time when travellers pitched up in one of RJ’S fields complete 

with horses and a donkey. Alarmed that this intrusion would upset 

his prized sheep, RJ contacted the local police station. He asked if 

they could help to remove the travellers off his land. The sergeant 

agreed and duly sent an officer to sort the matter out. Next day RJ 

found his field empty of the camp and his sheep grazing peacefully, 

but on closer inspection he found that the donkey had been left 

behind sadly now deceased. RJ again contacted the police this time 

reporting that while the travellers had gone a dead donkey was still 

on his property The sergeant was sympathetic but remarked “is it 

not the duty of the minister to bury the dead?” RJ retorted that 

indeed it was, but he felt it was also his duty to inform the next of 

kin!!!  

 

In 1960 he was awarded the MBE for his services to agriculture and 

the community. RJ died in 1965 just a year into his retirement. 

Memories of his exploits still live on; RJ Prince of Storytellers will 

not be forgotten. 

 

Rev Frances Bach proposed a vote of thanks. She said that Frank 

had given an entertaining and amusing presentation, striking just 

the right note after our enforced austerity. 

 

Marion McDowell 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Notice of AGM 
 

 AGM Reminder 

 

All members of Ballymoney U3A are invited to attend the Annual 

General Meeting which will be held on Tuesday 5 October 2021 at 

11 am, in The Holmes Memorial Hall, 75A Charlotte Street, 

Ballymoney.  Your attendance at this meeting is very important, as 

a quorum of 20% of the membership must be present.  

 

Members are reminder that seating is limited due to Covid 

restrictions and will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Bookings will be taken on Friday 1 October only from 9am-4pm: 

to book ring 028 2766 9042 (do not use this number for any other 

purpose).  

 

Please do no book unless you plan to attend. Proof of Covid 

vaccination to be produced on arrival. 

 

AGENDA 

 

 1 Apologies for absence 

 2 Minutes from AGM 20 October 2020 

 3 Reports: Chairperson/Treasurer (Approval of Reports) 

 4 Approval of revised Constitution  

 5 Election of Officers and Committee  

  Chair / Vice-Chair 

  Treasurer/Assistant Treasurer 

  Secretary/ 

  Committee members 

 6 AOB 

 

Guest Speaker 

 

We will as usual have a guest speaker at eh AGM and are delighted 

that our speaker will be Sue Pinkerton and the topic is “Living Wills”. 

 

Membership Fees 

 

Fees can be paid on the day. Fees for the 21/22 session are: 

 

- £15 full membership (individual) 

- £11.50 associate member (a member of another u3a - proof of 

 membership required) 

- £25 joint membership (a couple) 

 

Fees cover period 1 September 2021 to 30 June 2022 

 - For BACS transfer use 

 Sort Code 95 06 79 Account 00076147 

 Please include your name and membership number 

- Payment by cheque £1 extra on all charges 

- Cash payment – please try to bring the correct amount  
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________ Activity Reports 
 

____ Out To Lunch 

 

The Out to Lunch group will commence with a Carvery Lunch on:  
Friday 22nd October 2021 in the Lodge Hotel, Coleraine at 12:30 pm 

The McIntyre Suite has been reserved for our group. 
 
2 Course Carvery £13.00 Senior Citizens (starter/main or main/dessert) 
£8.75 main course only 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  When paying for your carvery can you please ensure that you 
also pay for any drinks or extras.  Proof of COVID vaccination will be required. 
 
If you are interested in attending, can you please let me know by Wednesday 
6th October 2021. If you know of another member who would have an 
interest in joining us, feel free to provide them with the relevant information.  
If you have not lunched with us before, you are guaranteed a warm 
welcome, with good food and chat. 
 
Please reply to me on my e-mail address:   eileenrichmond89@gmail.com 
 
Eileen Richmond, Group Leader 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____ Family and Local History Group 

 

The group meets on the third Tuesday every month. 

 

First meeting on 21st September 2021 at 10:3am will be in The 

Holmes Memorial Hall, Charlotte Street, Ballymoney. At this 

meeting we will discuss the proposed project on “Old Houses Of 

Ballymoney". 

 

At the second meeting local historian, Keith Beattie, will give us a 

talk on Early Records and the importance of recording them. 

 

For the third session in November we hope to have an away day 

with a visit to the Tower Museum in Derry/ Londonderry. We are 

awaiting confirmation from the Derry & Strabane Council to approve 

a group visit. Brian Mitchell and museum manager Bernadette 

Walsh will be our speakers on the day. If it is confirmed we will 

travel on the 9.30am train. Details will be sent out later. 

 

All Bu3a members are welcome to join us for our meetings and 

away days. Anyone who would like to join us please contact Gladys 

Mallon at ag4dvc@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 

Gladys Mallon 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Reading Group 

 

The book reviewed by the Reading Group on Monday 20 September 

was “Hamnet” by  Maggie O'Farrell. 

 

This is a beautiful and sensitively written story fictionalising the 

family of William Shakespeare before and after the death of his 11 

year old son. Shakespeare is referred to throughout the book as 

'her husband', 'the father' and 'the latin tutor'. This is not a book 

about him but about his family. It is the story of twins Hamnet and 

Judith and their parents William and Agnes. It is a story of life and 

death, of love and loss, of unbearable grief and a family torn apart. 

It is a story of how the plague came to England and to the village of 

Stratford. It is the story of how the family deals with their grief and 

how a memorable play may have come to be written. There are not 

enough words to do this book justice. 

 

Some quotes from the book: 

 
“He can feel Death in the room, hovering in the shadows, over there beside 
the door, head averted, but watching all the same, always watching. It is 
waiting, biding its time. It will slide forward on skinless feet, with breath of 
damp ashes, to take her, to clasp her in its cold embrace, and he, Hamnet, 
will not be able to wrest her free.”   
 
“What is given may be taken away, at any time. Cruelty and devastation 
wait for you around corners, inside coffers, behind doors: they can leap out 
at you at any time, like a thief or brigand. The trick is never to let down 
your guard. Never think you are safe. Never take for granted that your 
children's hearts beat, that they sup milk, that they draw breath, that they 
walk and speak and smile and argue and play. Never for a moment forget 
they may be gone, snatched from you, in the blink of an eye, borne away 
from you like thistledown.”   
 
‘I won’t say goodbye,’ she says, keeping her voice steady. 
‘Neither will I.’ 
‘I won’t watch you walk away.’ 
‘I’ll walk backwards,’ he says, backing away, ‘so I can keep you in my 
sights.’ 
‘All the way to London?’ 
‘If I have to.’ 
She laughs. ‘You’ll fall into a ditch. You’ll crash into a cart.’ 
‘So be it.’ 
 

The majority of the members really enjoyed this book although 

some found it difficult to get into.  

 

The book to be read and reviewed on 18 October is “The Lonely life 

of Biddy Weir” by Lesley Allen and it is available on Libby. 

 

Irene Ross 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ Golfing Group 

 

The Golf Groups Annual outing took place in September. The group 

enjoyed a two night stay at the Innishowen Hotel which included 

three days golfing at the Buncrana Town Course. 

 

Irrespective of the play of golf everyone had fun and enjoyed the 

food  and care of the hotel staff. 

 

The Golf Group takes this opportunity to invite new members to our 

group whether you have played golf or would like to try. We are a 

warm friendly crowd.  

 
Mary McCusker 
 

 

 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ Gardening Group 
 

Last Thursday our gardening group went to Cloughmills Community 

garden. It was very interesting to see so many different varieties of 

apples and vegetables, especially raised beds of vegetables such as 

cabbage, kohlrabi, beetroot, kale, sprouts, parsley, leeks, onions, 

celery, to name a few. We had a lovely walk around the tree 

plantation , greenhouses even chickens. 

 

Geoff invited us to his home for afternoon tea, most enjoyable, he 

then showed us his talent of pencil drawings which were amazing. 

To round off the afternoon he gave us a guided tour of his beautiful 

garden with lots of plants and shrubs explaining what each was. 

 

Kathleen Owens 

 

 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ Creative Writing Group 

 

After the summer break Creative Writers were looking forward to 

getting together in HMH.  We used Zoom during the lockdown and 

while this kept the group in touch, we missed the chat and banter of 

a live setting. 

 

Plans did not work out for September but we will meet on Tuesday 

19 Oct at 12.30pm in HMH.  

 

We welcome new members to the group; no skills are needed only 

an enjoyment of writing. If you like writing and hearing the work of 

other members, this is the group for you. 

 

The leader sets a topic to get the imagination going and pieces are 

then read and discussed at the next meeting. 

 

Creative Writing is about expressing thoughts and ideas in prose or 

verse. We will meet in a Covid safe environment and only fully 

vaccinated members can participate. 

 

If you would like to become a member or join for a taster session, 

get in touch by email at newsu3a@gmail.com or phone 0771 400 

9460. 

 

You can see some of the group’s work on the website 

www.ballymoneyu3a.com which also has lots of information 

including how to become a member of  Ballymoney u3a. 

 

Marion McDowell 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____ Quiz 

 

The results of the Quiz held on Tuesday 28th September 2021 

 

John and Sue Pinkerton on a tie Break Question 

Frances and Michael Wilson 

Tie Third: 

Jane and Drew McCullough 

Marshall and Sylvia Lindsay 

 

Welcome to Sheila Weir and CarolAnn who joined us for the first 

time.  

 

Irene Ross 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____ 
 

 
 
 

 

Photography 

 

The Photography Group met in HMH on 21 Sept 2021, their first 

“live” get together since lockdown. All Covid measures were in 

place. Attendance was smaller than usual, with some  members 

sending apologies.  Members were in good spirits as they discussed 

plans for the new session. 

 

The group will be meeting twice monthly on 2nd and 3rd Tuesdays. 

On the 2nd Tuesday the group will go on outdoor visits to venues of 

photographic interest.    

 

With Autumn approaching, the   next outdoor meeting  will be on 

Tuesday 12 October, at Rosepark Farm, 98 Bravallen Road, 

Ballymoney BGT53 7DU.   Group meets at 2 pm in Rosepark Farm 

car park. 

 

Rosepark Farm is a family run attraction spread over 70 acres, 

approximately 4 miles outside Ballymoney.  The farm is a great 

place for enabling visitors to connect with nature and interact with 

various animals and birds. It stands out from other farm attractions 

as it is spread over a mile and a half of beautiful wooded and rose 

walkways.  

 

On the 3rd Tuesday, the group will meet in HMH.  The next meeting 

will be on Tuesday 19 October at 2 pm and the theme is “Still Life.” 

Members submit photographs which will be shown on screen to the 

group.   

 

We want to encourage returning members to join the meeting in a 

safe environment. After the enforced lockdown it is a great boost to 

morale to be able to sit together and enjoy the companionship 

which we have missed. 

New members are very welcome and no skills are needed, only an 

interest in photography, as help and advice are there in a friendly 

and supportive environment.  Often the group is joined by other 

Activity Groups e.g. Gardening Group and any members who wish 

to take advantage of the outdoor visits. 

 

You can see some of the work which the group has produced by 

visiting the website www.ballymoneyu3a.com at full size and more 
detail than presented in the Newsletter. 
 

If you would like more information, contact the Group Leader Davy 

Smith on dhs1505@gmail.com  or 028 2766 4259. 

 

Davy Smith 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Contact Us 
 

 Via e-mail / mobile: 
 
 Financial: treasurerbbu3a@gmail.com 
 
 Membership: membershipbu3a@gmail.com m: 07745 897188 

 
 Activities: activitiesbbu3a@gmail.com m: 07933 147828 

 

 
See more of us and you on your Website: 
 
 www.ballymoneyu3a.com 
 

And on Facebook: 
 
 https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378 
 
To contribute to our Newsletter: 
 
 Contributions, which are welcomed, should be forwarded by email 

 to: 
  
 newsu3a@gmail.com   

 
 And should be clearly marked in the subject line: Newsletter.  
 
 All material will be subject to editorial scrutiny and approval. Any 

 submission must relate to the totality of activities, aims, 
 objectives and values of Bu3a and u3a. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________ 

 
Ballymoney u3a Website 
 

 We have built a Ballymoney u3a website that contains lots of information 
about Ballymoney u3a. Our activities, how to contact us, our policies, useful 

forms and documents and so on can be found at: www.ballymoneyu3a.com  

 
Our website front page looks like the image below. 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ u3a Business 
 
Currently, in the UK there are some 600 individual U3A’s, and 166,000 
members, and Bu3a is a member of this movement.  

 
We provide below some information about u3a who also offer activities and 
events that you may wish to join or to encourage our membership to 
participate in. 

 
____ u3a Newsletter 

 
Click on the link below to see the u3a Newsletter. 
 
https://mailchi.mp/u3a/your-u3a-national-newsletter-september-
2021?e=3180045804 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________ Useful Information 

 
 On the following pages we provide information that we hope may be of use 

to you. Please be aware that we do not validate the information but pass it 
on in good faith. 
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BALLYMONEY U3A LOCATIONS, MEETINGS, SPEAKERS, EVENTS, 

ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Key to Locations 
 
HMH  
 Holmes Memorial Hall, 75 A Charlotte St., Ballymoney BT53 6AZ 
 
BC HUB  
 Ballymoney Community Hub, Robinson Hospital site, 23 Newal Road,  

 Ballymoney BT53 6HB 
 
BCRC Building Communities Resource Centre, 22/23 Acorn Business Centre,  
 2 Riada Ave, Ballymoney BT537LH 

 
GROUND Espresso Bar  

 4 High St., Ballymoney BT53 6AG 
 
THE RANGE ARCHERY CENTRE  
 13-17 Inshinagh Lane, Bendooragh, Ballymoney BT53 7JB 
 
VARIOUS As advised by Group Leader. 
 

 

Monthly Meetings 

 

Monthly meetings are held on the 1st Tuesday of each month. Commencing 11am 
admission from 10.30am. There is a cover charge of £1 per meeting. Venue Holmes 
Memorial Hal. 
 
 

Speaker And Events Programme - Updated on 1 October 2021 
 

 



Ballymoney u3a Newsletter October 2021 

 

 
Page 14 of 16 

 
 

Ballymoney u3a Activity Details 

Activities Updated on 1 October 2021 
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