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Welcome Back 

 
We are now back with all our activities and events and delighted to 

see all our members return alongside new members.  

 

Please check out the list of activities and events in the Useful 

Information section – we hope you may be tempted to join in more 

activities.  

 

As you will see, below, we have had a very positive response to our 

Craft Class and further dates are now available. 

 

From all of us – Welcome Back. 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________ 
 

____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Quick Updates 
 

Develop your creativity! 

 

Following on from our very popular and successful craft project in 

October, we now can offer two further 10-week sessions 

commencing 26 January and 20 April 2023.   

 

Priority will be given to members who did not have the opportunity 

to participate in last session.  We anticipate that this course will be 

over-subscribed so booking will be on a strictly, “first come, first 

served” basis.   

 

Please contact the Activity Co-Ordinator 

Kathleen Owens at: 

kathy15_uk@yahoo.co.uk 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:kathy15_uk@yahoo.co.uk
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  ____ 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Membership  

 

We would be very happy for you to let your friends and neighbours 

know about the activities and events we provide and encourage 

them to join Ballymoney u3a.  

 

New members are always welcome to join during the season.  

 

For your information - membership forms are available on our 

website: 

 

www.ballymoneyu3a.com 

 

or from our Membership Secretary:  

 

Elizabeth Stevenson 

e-mail: membershipbu3a@gmail.com 

phone no:  07745897188 

 

Membership fees 
 

Individual £15    

Associate member(another U3a) £11.50   

Joint Membership £25 

 

Payment by cheque will be an extra £1 

 

BACS bank details:   

  

Sort Code 95 06 79.    

Account no 00076147  

Payable to Ballymoney u3a.  

 

Please include your name and membership number if renewing. 

 

Elizabeth Stevenson 

Membership Secretary 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

http://www.ballymoneyu3a.com/
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____________________ Report of Ballymoney U3A (BU3A) meeting held on Tuesday 
4th October 2023 

  
The October monthly meeting of BU3A took place at the Connect 

Centre on Model School Road on Tuesday 4th October at 11am.  

 

62 members attended for a talk on Hearing Dogs for the Deaf which 

was given by Lynn & Vincent, a deaf couple, accompanied by their 

lovely cockapoo Tara. The talk was really fascinating and gave a 

heart-warming insight into how hearing dogs can change the lives 

of their owners.  

  

Lynn & Vincent had owned dogs and missed them when they died 

so they decided to apply for a hearing dog. They explained the 

process they had to go through before they were accepted. They 

had to wait 3 years for a suitable dog but eventually they met Tara 

and formed an instant bond.  The dogs chosen for training as 

hearing dogs are carefully selected and trained.  

 

Tara has made an enormous difference to Lynn & Vincent’s lives 

and she performs many useful tasks such as alerting them when 

their alarm goes off in the morning, alerting them to the doorbell, 

the smoke alarm and lets Vincent know if Lynn needs him.  Tara 

demonstrated some of these tasks and performed them beautifully. 

She has proved to be a great companion and helps them feel less 

isolated in mainstream society. Most members would have loved to 

take Tara home!  

  

The talk also covered the charity - Hearing Dogs for the Deaf which 

was founded by Bruce Fogle (father of Ben) and has Her Royal 

Highness Princess Anne as its royal patron. Other patrons include 

Dame Esther Rantzen, Pam St Clements and Matt Baker.  

 

900,000 people in the UK suffer from profound hearing loss so there 

is great need for hearing dogs. It costs £40,000 to train a dog and 

the charity is completely reliant on voluntary contributions as there 

is no government funding available. Volunteers are also needed to 

foster & socialise puppies before they go onto training. 

Unfortunately to do this you have to live near the training centres in 

Buckinghamshire or Yorkshire.  

  

All in all it was a most enjoyable and educational meeting. 

 
John Pinkerton 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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____________________ Activity Reports 
 

____ 
 

 
 

 
 

Family and Local History 

 

The Local & Family History Group met at 10.30 a.m. on Tues 18th 

October in Connect. Our speaker was Billy O’Neill MBE who, with aid 

of old photographs, shared many memories of his extended family, 

his home, neighbours and growing up at the Rodden Foot in 

Ballymoney. Having left school age 14 years of age, he had assisted 

with the family business selling ice cream, often visiting surrounding 

villages with pony and ice cream cart. 

 

Billy recounted working for several years at Balnamore Flax 

Spinning Mill and described working life there and many of the 

friends he made. When paid off from the Mill in 1956 prior to its 

closing, Billy had to move to England to seek employment and spent 

many years working as a mechanic, helping to construct several 

motorways.   

 

He met Lily at the Arcadia Ballroom, who became not only his 

renowned dancing partner, but also his wife when they were 

married in 1961. They bought as their first home a caravan which 

moved with them wherever Billy was working in England. When 

they and their sons Terry and Stephen moved back to N Ireland, the 

family would go on to develop several prestigious caravan parks 

despite many discouraging hurdles and lack of support from tourist 

agencies and local government. 

 

Billy and Lily bought Stranocum Hall in 1996, which property had 

previously fallen into disrepair, they restored to much of its previous 

glory. He related some of the history related to Stranocum Hall’s 

previous owner, George “Bloody” Hutchinson, the renowned and 

ruthless judge who was to pass judgement on those who took part 

in the 1798 United Irishmen uprising. Whilst at Stranocum Hall, Billy 

and his family had continued much support to local charities, 

allowing the premises to be used for charity functions. Following a 

burglary in 2010, Billy and Lily had to move back to Portstewart. 

Billy brought several antiques to show to the Group including 3 

antique firearms: 2 guns used during the 1798 rebellion, and a rifle 

from the gun running Clyde Valley expedition. 

 

The Family & Local History Group showed their appreciation to Billy 

O’Neill for his talk and were also grateful to Davy Smyth for his 

assistance in projection. Much more detail of Billy and Lily O’Neill’s 

life is recounted in their book “Against the Tide,” available to 

purchase at several local outlets. All profits from their book are 

donated to NSPCC and Rotary charities. 

 

The next meeting of The Family & Local History Group will be at 

10.30 am on Tuesday 15th November 2022 at Connect. We plan to 

have a workshop to learn the basics tools of researching a family 

history. Members are encouraged to bring their laptops/iPads so 

they can become familiar with several relevant online websites. 

  

John Flynn 

 



 
Ballymoney u3a Newsletter October 2022 

 

Page 5 of 12 
 

 
 

Our Family and Local History Group – ready for action! 

 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____ 

 
 
 
 

 

Reading Group 

 

Our Reading Group met on 11th October.   Some of us had read And the 
Mountains Echoed by Khaled Hosseni. This book is from the number 

one best-selling author of ‘The Kite Runner’ and ‘A thousand 
Splendid Suns’.   
 
And the Mountains Echoed is set in pre-war Afghanistan. It is the 

story of ten-year old Abdullah and his sister, and the close bond 

between them.  It is primarily a family saga and a story of love 

across time and continents. 

 

There was also a lively discussion about some of our favourite 

books.  

 

There are currently eight of us in the group and it was great to 

welcome new members. 

 

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th November and the book we 

will be discussing is Klara and the Sun by Kazuo Ishiguro. 

 

Karen Keenan 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 
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Gardening Group 

 

Ballymoney U3A gardening group spent a beautiful October 

afternoon at Bishops Gate gardens last Thursday 20.  Time was 

spent walking around the pathways admiring the extensive range of 

herbaceous plants as well as many different trees and shrubs. A 

very enjoyable afternoon and of course followed by coffee. 

 

Geoff, Davy, Frances and Kathleen. 

 

 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 

 
____ 

 
 

Storytelling 

 

The group met in The Hub on Monday 10th Oct0ber 2o22 for the first 

time this year. The September meeting was cancelled because of 

the week of official mourning, following the death of Queen 

Elizabeth II. Our meetings are scheduled for the second Monday of 

each Month, and we would be delighted to welcome new members. 

The atmosphere is relaxed and if you wish you can tell the rest of us 

a story or if you prefer you can just listen to the others tell 

something.  

 

Last month we had a selection of stories told which included the 

following-FISHING TRIPS, PLANTING SPUDS, VISITING SCOTLAND, 

VISITING SLOVINIA, FIRST DAY AT SCHOOL, AND OLD 

CHARACTERS FROM BALLYMONEY. So as you can see the subject 

matter of stories is widely varied and very interesting.  

 

Come along to our next meeting at 11.00 in the HUB part of the 

Robinson Hospital complex on Monday 14th November and enjoy a 

couple of hours of good craic. 

 

George McAuley 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Creative Writers 

 
As well as our usual meeting in October, some of the Creative 

Writers attended a Positive Aging Event in Ballymoney Library on 

Wednesday 19th. We had been invited to read some of our work to 

encourage discussion.  

 

Four members  were able to attend; we read two poems (one about 

the joys of getting free public transport, the other a warning not to 

go one saving small pleasures for some ‘rainy day’ that may never 

arrive); a short story about the adventures of four rebellious 

pensioners and a reflective personal piece entitled ‘Age is just a 

number’.  

 

The Library was very warm and comfortable and we all enjoyed the 

ensuing conversation with those who joined us and a cup of coffee.  

 

Sharon Flynn 

 

 

Above, some of our creative writers in the Library 
 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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Environmerntal Group 

 

The Environmental Group met on Monday 17th October for a litter 

picking activity in Riverside Park. 

 

7 bags of litter were collected in the park area. That brings the total 

collected to over 100 since the group began in 2018.  

 

The group meets on the second Monday of the month to litter pick 

in the Ballymoney area. So if you fancy some fresh air, a walk, a 

chat and a cup of tea come along and help rid our local area of 

litter. 

 

Jean Philip 

 

 
 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 
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_____________________ Contact Us 
 

 Via e-mail / mobile: 
 

 Financial: Elaine at: treasurerbmoneybu3a@gmail.com 

 

 Membership: Elizabeth at: membershipbu3a@gmail.com  
   or at: 07745897188 
 

 Activities: Kathleen at:  activitiesbbu3a@gmail.com  
   or at: 07933147828 

 
 

See more of us and you on your Website: 
 
 www.ballymoneyu3a.com 
 
And on Facebook: 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378 
 
To contribute to our Newsletter: 
 
 Contributions, which are welcomed, should be forwarded by email 
 to: 
  

 michael.diver@talk21.com   
 
 And should be clearly marked in the subject line: Newsletter.  
 
 All material will be subject to editorial scrutiny and approval. Any 
 submission must relate to the totality of activities, aims, 
 objectives and values of Bu3a and u3a. 
 

 _____________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
_____________________ 

 
Ballymoney u3a Website 
 

 We have built a Ballymoney u3a website that contains lots of information 

about Ballymoney u3a. Our activities, how to contact us, our policies, useful 
forms and documents and so on can be found at: www.ballymoneyu3a.com  
 
Our website front page looks like the image below. 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

  

mailto:membershipbu3a@gmail.com
mailto:activitiesbbu3a@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/September%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/746138852945378
mailto:michael.diver@talk21.com
file:///C:/Users/MICHA/Desktop/Newsletter/August%202021/www.ballymoneyu3a.com
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_____________________ Useful Information 

 
 

BALLYMONEY U3A SPEAKER AND EVENTS 2022-23 

 

6 SEPTEMBER 2022  SPEAKER:CHARLIE GILLAN  TOPIC: ULSTER SCOTS 

STORIES/POEMS 

  

 

4 OCTOBER 2022 

 SPEAKERS:    LYN & VICENT AND TARA AND HEARING DOG TARA  

 

 

1 NOVEMBER 2022 

 SPEAKER/EVENT: INFORMATION DAY TOPIC: Invited speakers will have 

their exhibits on show, together with information leaflets/brochures. This is 

a great opportunity to speak with exhibitors and get the information you 

need! 

 

Bu3a will have a HELP and ACTIVITIES DESK where you can raise any Bu3a-

related queries. 

  

 

6 DECEMBER 2022 EVENT: CHRISTMAS LUNCH (Lodge Hotel, Coleraine) 

 

  

3 JANUARY 2023  EVENT: MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT by “SCAD THE 

BEGGARS” and POEMS and STORIES  by “BALLYMONEY WRITERS”. 

 

  

7 FEBRUARY 2023 SPEAKER: KEITH BEATTIE TOPIC: Local History 

  

 

7 MARCH 2023    SPEAKER: ELEANOR BRENNAN TOPIC:  RSPB 

  

 

4 APRIL 2023      SPEAKER: EDDIE LYNCH - Commissioner for Older People 

  

 

2 MAY 2023         SPEAKER/EVENT:    AGM (Speaker TBC) 

  

 

6 JUNE 2023       EVENT: TRIP TO RATHLIN (details to follow) 
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Key to locations 
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